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▪ Expand the use of private land conservation methods and 
approaches in the EU

▪ Develop recommendations for new and more effective private 
land  conservation tools inclusing policies changes, administrative 
regulations, guidelines, funding, incentives, capacity needs,… 

▪ Develop a Network of European Private landowners involved in 
nature conservation
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Challenges for PLC tools 

• Flexibility and trust 
• Long-term guarantee needed 

• Climate and natural habitat changes

• Two-way knowledge exchange and trust  

• (Inter)national consistency
• Bureaucratic requirements 
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Opportunities for PLC tools

• Local flexibility and trust 
• Science based agreements  
• Define goals instead of methodology
• Respect the variety of private landowners
• Voluntary tools: landowner as a stakeholder

• (Inter)national consistency
• International coordination and follow-up
• Landscape scale 
• Awareness of efforts 



Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022



Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022



Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022



▪ Expand the use of private land conservation methods and 
approaches in the EU

▪ Develop recommendations for new and more effective private 
land  conservation tools inclusing policies changes, administrative 
regulations, guidelines, funding, incentives, capacity needs,… 

▪ Develop a Network of European Private landowners involved in 
nature conservation

Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022



EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030

EU Forestry Strategy

• 30% of the EU land surface protected→ not possible
without the active involvement of private landowners

• Need for a sustainable and multifunctional forestry in 
the EU - balancing ecologic, social, and economic pilars
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Tools

• Conservation easements
Agreement between a landowner and an organisation.  The 
landowner (temporary) relinquishes certain rights over the land 

• Land Stewardship
Different parties agree on a management plan and commit, on equal 
level, to the terms and conditions of the agreement. 

• Private reserves designation
Land under private ownership that has been set aside for the 
protection of nature 

• Conservation contracts 
Voluntary contract (for a limited period of time) with an organization 
or governmental agency to ensure that the property is used or 
managed for conservation purposes. 
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Tools

• Safe Harbor Agreement 
Landowners receive a formal ‘no penalty’ assurance from the 
government in exchange for fulfilling the specific conditions of a 
biodiversity value agreement 

• Strategic partnerships between companies and private landowners / 
Biodiversity mitigation and offset

Conservation actions by private landowners to compensate for 
biodiversity losses elsewhere 

• Land Exchange for conservation
Exchange of land that is ecologically valuable for one that is less 
ecologically valuable but may retain other values 

• Funding land acquisition for conservation purposes 
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Compensation mechanisms

• Direct payments from government 
based on result / based on implemented measures
cost compensation / economic loss compensation 

• Direct payment from NGO 
Grants
funds

• Tax benefits
income tax
property tax
inheritance tax

• Label or certification for market access 
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Thank you


